288  HISTORY OF MODERN ENGLAND

1882. the severity of the criminal law in Ireland alone.
But there is Coercion and Coercion. This new
Bill, introduced by Sir William Harcourt on the
evening of Lord Frederick Cavendish's funeral at
Chatsworth, which had been attended by three
hundred Members, did not authorise the imprison-
ment of any man without a trial. As originally
framed there was nothing in it which even a
political theorist would have called unconstitutional
A power of search, by day or by night, was given
to the police. The Attorney-General received an
absolute right of changing the venue from one
county to another,, when he thought that local
considerations prevented a fair trial. Strangers,
and persons found wandering at night, could be
arrested and imprisoned if they did not give a good
account of themselves. The Alien Act of 1848
was revived, so that the Government could remove
foreigners from any part of the United Kingdom.
The summary jurisdiction of magistrates, with the
penalty of six months' hard labour, was spread
over incitements to crime and membership of
criminal societies. The Lord-Lieutenant was
empowered to prohibit meetings which he con-
sidered unlawful, and to suppress newspapers which
he regarded as intentionally felonious. Justices of
the peace were enabled to hold inquiries, and
compel the assistance of witnesses, where an offence
had been committed but no offender had been
found; compensation could be levied from the
neighbourhood for the victim of a crime; and
additional police could be sent to a disturbed
district at the cost of the ratepayers. It is possible
that this Bill, limited as it was to three years,
might have passed with an ordinary and reason-
able amount of criticism and opposition. But
unfortunately the murders in the Phoenix Park
produced additional clauses, unnecessary because